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There has been a shift towards product
packaging and initiatives that reduce carbon
footprints by lightening weight, redesigning
package formats and using new materials
that are made with bio-ethanol. For example,
Amazon's initiatives in frustration-free
packaging will have an impact on the CE
industry.

"Increasingly, CE packaging needs to
effectively communicate the sustainable
aspects of both the product and the package
itself. Packaging is a key component of many
retailer's sustainability strategies because it
can greatly impact consumer's perception of
waste," Kellogg says.

For retail stores, Eco-friendly packaging may
help to close the sale.

Walmart - Sustainability

In 2005 Walmart adopted a three-point
sustainability initiative designed to position
the retail giant as a leading environmental
steward. The company's stated sustainability
goals are:

» To be supplied 100 per cent by renewable
energy :
» To create zero waste:

» To sell products that sustains people and
the environment.

Improving efficiency is a major focus of
Walmart's sustainability strategy. In April,
Walmart's CEO, Mike Duke, announced that
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the company had increased fleet efficiency
in the U.S. by 65 per cent since 2005.
Walmart has also strived to make stores and
distribution centers more energy efficient by
switching to LED lighting systems and
investing in solar and hydrogen fuel cell
powered forklifts. Sustainable packaging is
another area of focus.

Bottom Line

The industry is at the beginning of the
sustainable packaging movement. A variety
of players in the value chain are
implementing green processes, choosing
more recyclable materials and using
biodegradable materials when possible.
Companies also are reducing layers of
packaging, which can affect logistics
efficiency and transportation.

Roughly one-third of U.S. landfill waste is
made up of discarded packaging. In
response, the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission is providing guidance to
packagers in its "Green Guides" and the CE
industry is taking action.

As consumers' environmental conscious-
ness increases, the trend towards cradle-to-
grave eco-friendly products is accelerating.
Going green is not only good for the
environment but also good for business and
for a company's reputation.

— By Susand Schreiner
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The Latest Definition of Clarity

A high-definition TV transcends the conventional boundaries of TV watching

It was in 2009 that high-definition TVs
(HDTVs) entered the Indian market, grabbing
the attention of customers almost
immediately, thanks to their unparalleled
picture quality. Till then, watching a soap on
the traditional TV set seemed like a good
enough idea for the evening. But HDTV's
wide screen, sharp pictures and excellent
color contrast have consigned the traditional
TV set to the dustbin of history. As most TV
shows and films are being made and aired
in the HD format, it makes sense today to
upgrade to an HDTV.

However, buying an HDTV could be
confusing, what with several types available
in the market, ranging from plasma to LCDs
and LEDs. Also, there is no dearth of brands
too. But before bringing one at home, ensure
buying something that fits ones room as well
as budget.

WHAT 1s A HigH-DEeriniITION TV?

Simply put, it is a TV which uses a
technology that generates a greater number
of lines per frame while transmitting pictures.
This makes high definition different from the
standard-definition format, as the former
provides high-resolution, crystal clear
pictures and digital sound quality. Though
analog signals can be received on an HDTV,
the picture quality will not be good. HDTV is
basically meant for receiving and playing HD
signals. For live sports or entertainment
shows, the HD format is ideal. Let's take a
look at the popular categories of HD
televisions in the market.

Plasma: A plasma TV has a sheet of
individual plasma cells, which get activated
when electricity is passed through the TV.
For a dimly lit room, plasma works well since
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it reduces the overall intensity of the picture.
As a result, user can see the more subtle
details without straining their eyes.

LCD: Short for liquid crystal display, an LCD
TV has liquid crystal behind the display
panel, which gets activated when electric
current is supplied to it. Thinner and lighter
than plasma TVs, they create brighter
pictures, so they work well in brighter rooms.

LED: Light-emitting diode (LED) TVs are not
very different from LCD TVs, barring that they
use LEDs as backlight to illuminate the
display. An LCD TV uses a cold cathode
fluorescent lamp (CCFL) for backlight.

THINGS TO CHECK

Display Resolution: Refers to the number
of lines of detail that appear on the screen
from top to bottom when one does a
progressive scan of a picture on the frame.
The greater the number, the higher the
resolution. HDTVs come in display
resolutions of 720p (720 lines of detail) and
1080i/p (1,080 lines of detail) whereas a
standard-definition (SD) TV has 480p. The "'
here stands for interlaced while the 'p' stands
for progressive scan.
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Aspect Ratio: It is the ratio of the screen's
height to its width. Videos filmed in HD have
a wider aspect ratio. The aspect ratio of
HDTYV pictures is 16:9 compared to 4:3 for
an SDTV. With a wider aspect ratio, one gets
rid of the top and bottom black bars that used
to appear on older TV screen.

HD Tuner: With an HD tuner-integrated TV
or integrated digital TV (IDTV), user will
require only an external antenna instead of
buying a separate HDTV, HD set top box
and external antenna for viewing shows or
movies in HD format. User will also need to
sign up with an HD broadcast provider to
receive programs broadcast in HD format.

Size: Before buying an expensive HDTV,
make sure of its location in the house. Make
the purchase accordingly. While a 26 or
32-inch set is great for the bedroom, a
42-inch model will suit the living room. Also,
user need to maintain a certain minimum
distance watching HD television, else they
will be able to spot pixels on the monitor.
For a 32-inch HDTV, the minimum viewing
distance advised is 1.5 meters and the
maximum is 2.7 meters. As the screen size
increases, so should the distance between
user and the TV.

KNow THE DIFFERENCE

For the uninitiated, it's important to know the
difference between HD-ready TVs and full
HDTVs. While an HD-ready TV can show
720 horizontal lines of information in a single
frame and receive HD broadcast signals, the
picture clarity won't be that great since it
would not be able to match up to a full HD
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(1080p) in terms of picture resolution. The
HD signals are usually in 1080p, 720p or
even 480p format. As a full HD shows 1080
horizontal lines per frame, it delivers the HD
signals without rescaling and distorting the
intended format.

THE HD ADVANTAGE

Convenience: Many HDTVs LED models
now come with in-built Internet features. This
facility will come in handy if user likes to
watch TV as well as listen to music, browse
the Web or play online games. Look for
multiple ports so that it can connect laptop,
game console, camera, DVD player and
USB devices to HDTV.

Space Saver: An HDTV saves on space as
it can be mounted on a wall or fixed on the
ceiling. This way, user can do way with the
need to place it on a table or a stand.

Sight and Sound: A wider, flat screen gives
a theatre-like experience. The sound quality
of an HDTV operating on HD signal cannot
be matched by a SD system. Some models
come with tweeters and sub-woofers to boost
treble and bass and also audio enhancement
technologies such as SRS Theater Sound
and Odyssey EQ.

3D: Most brands now supplement their LED
TVs with 3D technology for a supreme
viewing experience.

Price: Prices vary, depending on the brand and the screen
size. So, while a 32-inch LCD will come for about Rs 25,000,
a 46-inch LCD will be priced about Rs.74, 000. In short whether
it is plasma, LCD or LED, it will cost you Rs. 15,000 to more

than Rs.1 lakh.
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Excerpts from article by-
Pheji Phalghunan






